
 

 

 

Monday 28th February, 2022 

 

Dear Parents/carers, 
 

We are delighted to announce that we have been awarded the Rights Respecting school Gold Award! 
 

As you know, we have been working hard to achieve gold level for many years and it has not been an easy 

road as the two school lockdowns made it difficult to work together as a school community and delayed 

the assessment process. 
 

However, we eventually had an online assessment in January when the assessors interviewed staff, 

children and governors and looked at the evidence collected together to support our application. 
 

Merton Park were praised for: 

• The way the children were able to demonstrate a good knowledge and understanding of the rights 

• The way school leaders showed a strong commitment to children’s rights and to the Rights 

Respecting School agenda, both of which could be clearly seen in the vision and values of the school 

• The quality of training and support for staff, which has led to innovative learning opportunities 

• Being a school with inclusion at its heart, where pupils feel safe and secure 

• The way that children articulated the importance of knowing about children’s rights and the 

difference this makes to their lives – and their desire to help realise these rights for other children 

• Having a respectful approach to global learning and to fundraising - challenging stereotypes and 

ensuring that children are seen as rights holders rather than passive recipients in need of charity 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Going forward, we know it will be important to continue working on making sure there is positive 

representation of our diverse society throughout the curriculum and to continue with developing 

understanding and celebration of diversity in all its forms.  We also have further work to do on 

strengthening the impact of pupil voice and developing strategies to empower children to challenge 

injustice and be involved in campaigning and advocacy work on children’s rights. 

 

Thank you to the fantastic children, staff and governors who spoke to the assessors on the day and 

particular thanks to the steering group, who showed commitment to Merton Park becoming a Gold Rights 

Respecting School.  Also, thank you to all those parents who took the time to write such wonderful 

testimonials about the school. 

  

There are only 473 schools in the UK who have been awarded Gold Rights Respecting status (out of a total 

of 32,163 schools across the UK). We believe this is something to feel very proud of. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

Mrs K. Gooderick                                  Mrs K. Parsons 

Headteacher     Deputy Headteacher 

     Rights Respecting School Leader 

 


