
 

Merton Park Primary History substantive concepts and knowledge 

Whole-school definition of history 

History is the study of the past, in particular the changes over time that 

have occurred within human society. 

 

“A people without the knowledge of their past history, origin and culture is like a tree without roots.” Marcus Garvey 

To ensure coherence in our substantive knowledge, the knowledge we wish our children to know and remember has been 

organised around the following concepts: 

Quest for knowledge 

How do people understand the world around them? What is 

believed; what is known; and what scientific and technological 

advances are made at the time? Why do people seek to rationalise? 

Key vocabulary: architecture, church, communication, myth, nation, progress, religion, 

ritual, story, tools 

 



 

Power, empire and democracy 

Who holds power, and what does this mean for individuals at 

different levels of society? How is this power legitimised? How are 

people’s rights different in different political contexts?  

Key vocabulary: army, country, conflict, coronation, democracy, emperor, empire, equality, 

freedom, government, King, law, monarchy, parliament, politics, poverty, Queen, rights, 

slavery, trade, trade route, tribe, tyranny 

 
 

Community and family 

What is life like for people in different societies? How are these 

societies structured? How are family or community relationships 

different at different times and in different places? 

Key vocabulary: art, city, civilisation, economy, family, famine, prejudice, settlement  

 

 

 

 



Nursery 

All about me Nursery Rhymes & 

Festivals 

Weather & 

Seasons 

Traditional 

Tales & Spring  

Houses and Homes  The Seaside/ 

Pirates 

●​ To develop a 

sense of personal 

history & 

chronology - how 

they have grown 

and changed since 

they were a baby 

e.g. before I was 

born, before I 

came to nursery, 

when I go to 

school. 

●​ To identity family 

trees (grand 

parents, great 

grandparents) 

When I was a baby 

Developing sense 

of chronology;  

●​ To be able to talk 

about what they 

did yesterday, last 

week, last year - 

ongoing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

●​ To continue to 

develop sense of 

personal history 

and chronology 

through the 

discussion of 

birthdays and 

celebrations 

●​ To be able to talk 

about what they 

did yesterday, last 

week, last year - 

ongoing  

●​ To understand 

that the natural 

environment 

changes over 

time - (plants 

grow, they die, 

leaves fall from 

trees)  

●​ To be able to 

talk about what 

they did 

yesterday. last 

week, last year  

- ongoing 

●​ To be able to 

sequence 

pictures for a 

familiar story, 

showing 

understanding 

of chronology 

and the 

appropriate 

terminology.  

●​ To be able to 

talk about 

what they did 

yesterday, 

last week, 

last year - 

ongoing  

●​ To know what homes 

were like in the past 

and to compare with 

homes they live in 

today.  

●​ To be able to talk 

about what they did 

yesterday, last week, 

last year - ongoing  

●​ To know what 

seasides were like 

in the past and to 

compare with 

seasides today. 

●​ Through 

interactions, to 

be able to talk 

about what they 

did yesterday, last 

week, last year - 

ongoing 



Reception 

ELG Past & present- talk about the lives of the people around them and their roles in society; know some similarities and differences between 
things in the past and now, drawing on their experiences and what has been learned in class; understand the past through settings, characters, 
and events encountered in books read in class and storytelling. 

All about me Stories from the 

past &  

Festivals 

Space Transport Minibeasts Amazing animals 

Transition 

●​ To describe how 

they have 

changed over 

time and some of 

the things they 

can do now that 

they couldn't 

before 

●​ To recognise 

different stages in 

their life and 

chronology and 

passing of time 

●​ To think about 

things they’d like 

to do in the 

future 

●​ To talk about 

their families 

(uncles, aunts, 

cousins etc) 

●​ To know that fairy 

tales are stories 

passed on by 

people from a long 

time ago 

●​ To know that 

stories from the 

past can teach us 

and explain things 

●​ To learn about 

Aesop and his 

Fables that teach 

us lessons 

●​ To learn about  

characters and 

events in stories 

●​ To be able to retell 

one or more 

well-known fairy 

tales 

●​ To understand 

what an 

astronaut is and 

that they work 

very hard to 

become 

astronauts (Mae 

Jemison)  

●​ To know that 

people have 

been looking at 

the stars and 

telling stories 

about them for a 

long time.  

●​ To know that 

Galileo invented 

a telescope that 

could see far 

into space 

●​ To know that in 

the past, 

astronauts went 

to the moon 

(Neil Armstrong) 

●​ To recognise 

that transport 

in the past 

was very 

different 

from 

transport 

today 

●​ To know that 

trains ran by 

steam in the 

past (George 

Stephenson) 

●​ To know 

transport has 

changed over 

time 

●​ To know an 

explorer 

(Ernest 

Shackleton) 

travelled to 

Antarctica  

Not this term ●​ To recognise adult 

and young of 

animals that grow 

and change over 

time  

●​ To know how 

farming worked in 

the past e.g. use 

of horses and 

carts, horses and 

cows pulling 

ploughs. Compare 

& contrast with 

present day use of 

machinery in 

farming.  

Key vocabulary across EYFS: history, after, before, new, old, now, past, present, time, change 

 



Year 1  

How have toys changed over time? How have different types of 

transport changed over time? 

How has the seaside changed over time? 

Quest for knowledge 
●​ There are different types of toys. 

●​ Toys can be grouped based on characteristics. 
●​ Toys from the past were different to the toys 

today. 

●​ There are similarities and differences 

between old toys and new toys. 

●​ Old toys were often made from wood. 

Modern toys can be made from wood but are 

often made from plastic. 

●​ Old toys were mechanical or moved by hand. 

Some modern toys are too but many use 

batteries. 

●​ Chronological is the order in which things 

happened, from oldest to newest. 

●​ Some toys have always been popular but have 

changed over time – the teddy bear is an 

example of this. 

Quest for knowledge 

●​ The first motor cars were made more 

than 130 years ago in Germany and 

soon after cars were being made in 

factories all around the world.  

●​ In America, Henry Ford made a car 

that lots of people could afford to 

buy, so it didn't take long before cars 

were everywhere. 

●​ Wheels were an amazing invention. 

Some people even say it was the most 

important invention of all time.  

●​ Bicycles also used wheels and were 

invented over 200 years ago. 

●​ Boats are one of the oldest forms of 

transport. People have been using 

boats to travel and explore for 

thousands of years. For example, 

Vikings who came from what we now 

call Scandinavia about 1000 years ago, 

used long wooden boats to explore 

Europe. 

●​ The first motor powered aeroplane 

was flown by the Wright Brothers in 

America in 1903.It was made from 

wood and cloth and used a propeller 

engine. 

●​ Amelia Earhart was the first woman to 

fly on her own all the way from 

America to the UK, across the Atlantic 

Ocean. It took her 15 hours.  

●​ Some of the earliest rail transport in 

Europe was used around 500 years 

ago. But they were very different 

from modern railways and were just 

Power, empire and democracy 

●​ Seaside holidays became popular in Victorian 

times. The Victorians lived over one hundred 

and fifty years ago during the reign of Queen 

Victoria (1837 to 1901). 

Quest for knowledge 

●​ The invention of the railway had a big impact on 

people’s lives. People who had never had 

holidays before started travelling to the seaside 

on the train. The seaside became a very busy 

and popular place. 

Community and family 

●​ There were lots of fun things to do on the 

beach, such as paddling, building sandcastles 

and going on donkey rides. 

●​ There was also plenty of fun entertainment, 

such as fairground rides, brass bands, jugglers 

and magicians. 

●​ Traditional puppet shows were very popular 

in Victorian times. Adults and children would 

crowd round to watch. 

●​ Victorians enjoyed bathing in the sea and felt it 

was good for their health. However, Victorian 

people thought it was rude to show too much of 

their bodies. So, they had special bathing huts 

to get changed in.. 

●​ It was fashionable to go for a stroll along the 

promenade and pier. People stopped along the 

way to watch entertainment and eat food, such 

as ice-cream, fish and chips, cockles and jellied 

eels! 

Geography link: 

●​ The seaside is a place by the sea where people 

like to go for their holidays. It is called a 

seaside because it is beside the sea. 



used for transporting things over a 

short distance. They had a rope 

system that was pulled by humans or 

animals that would pull little carts up 

a hill. 

●​ George Stephenson built the 1st 

steam train in 1825.  

●​ The seaside is located on the coast, which is the 

land next to the sea. 

●​ The seaside usually has a beach made of sand or 

stones. 

●​ Famous beaches in the UK include Brighton, 

Blackpool, Aberdeen and New Quay. 

Year 2 

Why are Neil Armstrong, Mae Jemison 

and Tim Peake Significant? 

How did the Great Fire change 

London? 

How has Merton Park changed since John 

Innes developed it? 

Quest for knowledge 
●​ Neil Armstrong was the first person ever to walk 

on the Moon. As he stepped onto the Moon, he 

said, “That’s one small step for man, one giant 

leap for mankind.” 

●​ Neil Armstrong loved flying. He flew fighter 

planes for the American Navy and later tested 

rocket-powered planes. He did all this before he 

became an astronaut.  

●​ On 20 July 1969, he became the first person to 

walk on the Moon. 

●​ The astronauts approached the Moon in a landing 

vehicle called ‘Eagle’. 

●​ Mae Carol Jemison (born October 17, 1956) is an 

American engineer, scientist, and 

former NASA astronaut.  

●​ She became the first black woman to travel into 

space when she served as a mission specialist 

aboard the Space Shuttle Endeavour. 

●​ During her mission, she orbited the Earth for 

nearly eight days from September 12–20, 1992. 

●​ Tim Peake is a British astronaut. In 2016 he 

became the first official British astronaut to walk 

in space. 

 

Quest for knowledge 
●​ On 2 September 1666, a fire broke out 

in a bakery in Pudding Lane. Robert 

Hubert was blamed and, because 

people thought he started it 

intentionally, he was executed. 

●​ The last fire was put out on 6 

September. 

●​ As a result of the fire, new Fire 

Prevention regulations were 

introduced in 1668. 

Power, empire and democracy 
●​ King Charles II was King and London 

Bridge was the only river crossing in 

1666. 

●​ King Charles II wanted to rebuild 

London quickly so built it using the 

same layout but with improvements.  

Community and family 
●​ Before the Great Fire of London, 

there had been a drought that had 

lasted for ten months. This meant 

that the city was very dry, and fire 

could spread easily. 

●​ Houses were made of wood and straw, 

and built very close together. 

Quest for knowledge 

●​ Innes wanted to build a ‘garden suburb’, the 

first of its kind anywhere. He planned to have 

well-designed houses in tree-lined streets which 

would be a pleasant place to live for people 

who worked in the City of London, which was 

crowded, noisy and unhygienic. 

●​ The first roads laid out were: Mostyn, Dorset, 

Sheridan. 

●​ John Innes hired an architect called Henry 

Quartermaine to design houses. 

Community and family 
●​ John Innes was born in 1829 and moved to 

Merton in 1865. At that time the area was 

mainly farmland. 

●​ There were a few cottages and houses and the 

National School, which is still there today.  

●​ He planted trees – Poplar trees in Poplar Road, 

Horse Chestnut (Conker) trees in Mostyn and 

Plane trees along Dorset and Sheridan roads and 

lots of holly hedges (Innes’ favourite). You’ll see 

the holly leaf on street signs today, as well as on 

our own school logo! 

●​ He also helped local schools to improve. He 

raised money for Abbey Road primary school (off 

Merton High Street) 

●​ John Innes also had Rutlish school built. 



●​ Strong winds, narrow streets and 

flammable liquids helped to spread 

the fire. 

●​ There was no fire service at this time, 

and so people would have used 

buckets and water squirts to put the 

fire out. 

●​ We know about the fire from Samuel 

Pepys’ diaries and artists’ paintings. 

●​ In London at the time, buildings were 

made from wood and built on narrow 

streets. 

●​ St. Paul’s Cathedral was destroyed in 

the fire. Sir Christopher Wren 

designed the new St Paul’s Cathedral 

and ‘The Monument’. 

●​ He became very rich and bought land in Merton. 

and when he died left £400, over £800,000 in 

today’s money. 

●​ He died in 1904 and was buried in St Mary’s 

churchyard. 

 

 

 

 

Year 3  

What did the ancient Egyptians believe and who were their rulers? Why was Baghdad so significant in  

900 CE?  

Quest for knowledge 
●​ Egyptians believed in multiple gods, and that you needed to be buried with items or images 

to be used in the afterlife. 

●​ Egyptians used hieroglyphics (sacred carvings) to communicate, but not everyone could 

read them. The Rosetta Stone helped historians and Egyptologist decipher Hieroglyphs.   

●​ They invented tools like the shaduf. A shaduf is a long pole with a bucket attached to the 

end, which people could use to raise and move water from rivers or lakes onto land.  

●​ Egyptians believed in an afterlife; mummified their dead and buried them in tombs. 

Howard Carter discovered Tutankhumun’s tomb in 1922. 

Power, empire and democracy 
●​ Egyptian pharaohs ruled with absolute power because they were considered to be people 

sent by gods to rule. 

●​ Pharaohs were usually male, but there were at least 7 female ones, including Cleopatra. 

●​ Cleopatra was born around 69 BCE, in Egypt. But in fact she was descended from Greeks 

and spoke Greek. Even her name is Greek. It translates as “great like her father”.  

●​ Cleopatra was the last Pharaoh and died in 33 BCE after poisoning herself.  

●​ Ramesses II was known as Ramesses the Great. He reigned for 66 years. He was known as 

great because he erected more monuments and statues than any other pharaoh.  

 

Quest for knowledge 
●​ In 900 CE people came from all over the world 

to learn in Baghdad. 

●​ One of the places where people went to learn 

was called the House of Wisdom. 

●​ In 900 CE Baghdad had the largest collection of 

books in the world.  

●​ Caliph Al-Mansur began the construction of 

Baghdad in 762 CE. 

●​ The ancient city of Baghdad was known as the 

‘round city’. 

●​ In the centre of the city, there was a Mosque 

and a palace.  

●​ One of the places where people went to learn 

was called the House of Wisdom. 

Power, empire and democracy 
●​ Muslims believe that Muhammed was visited by 

the Angel Gabriel to receive the word of Allah. 



Community and family 

●​ Egypt is in North East Africa and the ancient Egyptian civilisation began 5,00 years ago 

when people built villages next to the River Nile.  

●​ Egypt is a hot, arid desert land and people would have struggled to thrive there without 

the Nile.  

●​ The Nile helped the people to farm, fish and transport people and large stones.  

●​ Egyptian society was structured like a pyramid, with the pharaoh at the top. There were 

several layers of social classes, with the lowest classes having fewer people but lower 

status. Farmers and slaves were at the bottom of society.  

●​ The Islamic Empire spread rapidly, from Spain in 

the west all the way to Pakistan in the east. 

●​ Baghdad was built in this location because lots 

of people could travel through that land. 

●​ The Mongols attacked Baghdad in 1258. 

●​ The Mongols destroyed the city and killed its 

inhabitants.  

●​ Thousands of books were thrown into the Tigris 

River and lost forever. 

Year 4 

How did Britain change from the Stone 

Age to the Iron Age? 
What was the Roman Empire and what impact did it have on Britain? 

Quest for knowledge 
●​ The Stone Age, Bronze Age and Iron Age 

describe the types of technology people 

used. Bronze was stronger than stone, and 

iron was stronger than bronze. 

●​ In the Palaeolithic period people used simple, 

bone and antler tools.  

●​ In the Bronze Age, bronze was used to make 

strong tools, weapons and jewellery. 

However, it was brittle and not easily 

mended.  

●​ In the Iron Age, Iron was used to make strong 

tools and weapons. 

●​ Stonehenge was erected in the late Neolithic 

period. Many historians believe that 

Stonehenge was a place of religious worship. 

In the early Bronze Age lots of burial grounds 

were built nearby.  

●​ In the Iron Age, people traded with other 

countries and started to use coins as 

currency. 

Power, empire and democracy 
●​ The community was very important for 

prehistoric people, and everyone played an 

important role. Hunters (men) used basic 

Quest for knowledge 

●​ Romans introduced Latin to Britain so some people could read and write.  

●​ The Romans created written records which is how we know about their history. 

●​ Romans introduced towns and cities which were centred around a forum and surrounded by 

criss-cross roads that formed a grid. 

Power, empire and democracy 
●​ Ancient Rome was one of the most powerful empires in history.  

●​ The Romans told stories about Romulus and Remus who were said to have founded Rome.  

●​ Their position in the Mediterranean gave the Romans a strong location from which to trade 

and conquer. 

●​ Rome had three distinct phases of government: monarchy (led by Kings), republic (led by 

people) and empire (led by an emperor).  

●​ The forum was the centre of political, religious and commercial life. 

●​ The Roman army was large, well organised & trained and this helped the Roman Army to 

conquer much of Europe.  

●​ Archaeologists have found out that Roman soldiers wore armour and carried weapons. 

●​ The Romans successfully invaded Britain in 43 CE  

●​ Boudicca rebelled against the Romans; the rebellion was unsuccessful. 

●​ Hadrian’s Wall formed the northern border of the Roman Empire. 

Community and family 
●​ Patricians were wealthy Romans who often owned land & Plebeians were Roman citizens, but 

were poor.  

●​ The destruction of Pompeii was a major event in Roman history.  

●​ The events at Pompeii were well recorded by the writer Pliny the Younger  



tools to kill animals to eat, and gatherers 

(women) foraged for grasses, fruits, seeds 

and nuts. There was no farming until the 

Neolithic period. 

●​ During the Iron Age, Celts lived in small 

kingdoms and they built hill forts to defend 

their kingdoms from attacking tribes 

Community and family 

●​ While there was usually a leader of a 

nomadic tribe, people were treated fairly. 

Because people were hunting and gathering 

as a team, they shared what they got. 

●​ Stone Age hunter-gatherers had to catch or 

find everything they ate. They moved from 

place to place in search of food. 

●​ Around 4,000 years ago, people in Britain 

started living in a new way. Instead of 

spending all their time hunting and 

gathering, they began to set up farms. The 

farms marked the start of a new age in 

Britain – the Neolithic period (or new Stone 

Age). 

●​ Skara Brae is an example of a Neolithic 

settlement in Scotland. It has given us lots of 

evidence about how people lived.  

●​ The preserved ruins of Pompeii have given historians a great deal of information about both 

the destruction, and everyday life in a Roman town. 

●​ The Romans built towns surrounded by stone walls which often contained shops, homes, yards 

for animals, a forum and a basilica. 
  

 

Year 5  

What were the achievements of the 

Ancient Greeks? 

 

What can we learn about the 

Anglo-Saxons from what we see 

today? 

Why did the Vikings invade England and 

how did they rule with the Anglo-Saxons? 

Quest for knowledge 
●​ The Ancient Greeks were polytheistic who 

believed in many gods & goddesses. ‘Poly’ 

means many and ‘theos’ means gods. They 

thought gods lived high above Mount 

Olympus. There were 12 gods of Olympus. 

Zeus was the king of the Gods and protector 

of gods and mortals. Hera was the Queen of 

Quest for knowledge 
●​ The Anglo-Saxons were pagans who 

believed in many gods who were 

connected to nature. The King of the 

Gods was called Woden; Thunor was 

the God of thunder and Odin was the 

God of war.  

Quest for knowledge 
●​ Vikings were skilled farmers, fishermen, 

warriors and traders (explorers). 

●​ Christianity was a popular and developing 

religion in Britain. Pagan beliefs were being 

replaced by Christianity. 



the Gods. Many of these are still relevant 

today (e.g. Nike; Atlas).  

●​ The Greeks contributed lots to art and 

architecture. They built temples to honour 

the gods using maths making sure they got all 

their angles, shapes and sizes right. Their 

temples were held up with stone columns. 

They used 3 types: Doric, Ionic and 

Corinthian. 

Power, empire and democracy 

●​ The Athenians introduced the idea of 

democracy (demos is Greek for a group of 

male citizens in the polis), but in practice 

this was still dominated by the wealthy elites 

(oligarchy). Democracy means rule by the 

people. (Demos means people and kratos 

means strength/rule) 

●​ Only male citizens could vote after their 

military training had been completed. Votes 

were placed by placing pebbles or beans in 

an urn or by raising hands. Citizens voted on 

new laws, who should be the leader and 

whether to go to war.  

●​ Alexander the Great was one of history’s 

most successful military commanders. He 

never lost a battle and unified warring 

city-states. He ruled the world’s largest 

Empire and promoted Greek language, 

customs and culture. In 332 BCE, he 

conquered Egypt and founded the city of 

Alexandria.  

Community and family 

●​ Athens and Sparta were two powerful 

city-states (polis). Athenians built great 

temples (Parthenon) and celebrated great 

thinkers. Sparta was a fearsome fighting city 

which didn’t value theatre, philosophy or the 

arts. They valued the study of war.  

●​ The first Olympic games (which we have 

evidence for) was in 776 BCE. It was a 

●​ After Augustine travelled to Britain, 

many Anglo-Saxons converted to 

Christianity. He became the first 

Archbishop of Canterbury.  

●​ Christianity brought faith, literacy and 

writing of books.  

●​ Many monks wrote manuscripts 

including Bede who wrote a history of 

the English people.  

Power, empire and democracy 
●​ The Romans withdrew from Britain in 

AD 410 and the Anglo-Saxon age 

lasted until the Norman invasion in 

1066. 

●​ The Anglo-Saxons were a mix of tribes 

from Germany, Denmark and the 

Netherlands. 

●​ From 570 AD, the Heptarchy emerged 

which contained 7 major kingdoms.  

Community and family 

●​ The Anglo-Saxons came to Britain to 

farm the land; make new homes and 

because they were invited. 

●​ Sutton Hoo is an important 

archaeological excavation of an 

Anglo-Saxon burial site in Suffolk. 

●​ Anglo-Saxons lived in small villages 

near rivers and the sea and most were 

farmers. Families lived in wooden huts 

and poorer families lived with their 

animals in the same room. 

●​ Their houses had thatched roofs with 

no glass in the windows. They did not 

have chimneys either. 

 

●​ The Vikings were Pagans until King Guthrum 

converted to Christianity after the truce with 

King Alfred.  

Power, empire and democracy 

●​ The first recorded Viking raid was in Lindisfarne 

in 793 CE. The Vikings raided the monastery. 

●​ The Vikings were successful raiders because 

they conducted daring and fast raids and chose 

easy locations to attack and plunder. They also 

struck with extreme violence.  

●​ Britain was a short distance by Viking long boat 

& Britain had riches and valuable resources that 

could easily be plundered.  

●​ Reasons the Vikings invaded: increase in Viking 

population; not enough good land to share and 

to take land from people of Britain. 

●​ A famous king of Wessex was Alfred the Great 

who made peace with the Vikings, He became 

king in 871 CE and by the end of his reign was 

known as ‘The King of the English’. He defeated 

the Vikings, led by King Guthrum, at the battle 

of Edington in May 878 CE. A truce was called & 

the country was divided. 

●​ Battles continued until the Viking King, Sweyn 

Forkbeard, invaded London. King Ethelred (the 

English King) fled to Normandy in France.  

●​ In 1016 CE Sweyn’s son, Cnut The Great or King 

Canute who was a strong Christian became a 

powerful king of England, Denmark, and Norway 

and reigned for over 19 years.  

●​ In 1042 CE, Edward the Confessor became king 

of England (son of Ethelred Unready). He spent 

all his time worshipping God and left control of 

England to Earl Godwin of Wessex and his son, 

Harold. Edward the Confessor died in AD 1066 

leaving no heir to the throne. Harold was 

chosen to be King Harold II.  

●​ William, Duke of Normandy, claimed the throne 

as did the Viking king Harald Hardrada 

(descendent of King Cnut).  



competition between athletes from different 

city states. They happened every 4 years and 

were peaceful and religious events- during 

the games a truce was declared. Winners 

were given a crown of olive leaves.Olympic 

events included wrestling, discus, archery 

and javelin. 

●​ Ancient Greeks invented the theatre and how 

to watch it (thea means view or spectate and 

tron means place). Plays were viewed in open 

air amphitheatres which seated 10,000+. 

Plays were written to honour gods. Actors 

were male and wore masks.  

●​ Two main types of plays were comedy (which 

made people laugh) and tragedies (serious 

plays with a moral-usually with a hero who 

meets his doom). 

●​ 14th October 1066 CE- Battle of Hastings. 

Harold II fought and lost against William Duke of 

Normandy. William the Conqueror. 

Community and family 

●​ The Vikings were Scandinavian people from 

Norway, Denmark & Sweden.  

●​ Vikings lived near the shore of rivers or fjords (A 

long and narrow deep inlet of sea between high 

cliffs). 

●​ Vikings were people of the land and sea who 

mostly lived in small villages & some towns. 

 

 

 

Year 6 

How were the Ancient Maya similar to 

the Anglo-Saxons? 

How did the Windrush migration 

change Merton for the better? 

How has crime and punishment changed 

since the Anglo-Saxon period? 

Quest for knowledge 
●​ The Maya created their own writing system 

with which they could record the actual 

sounds of anything they could speak. 

●​ The Maya wrote stories with picture-like 

symbols and abstract signs called 

“hieroglyphs.” Like the Egyptians. 

●​ The Maya developed their own number 

system and were one of the first civilizations 

to use and have a symbol for zero!  The 

biggest difference between their number 

system and the one we know (which is 

originally Arabic) is that we work in groups of 

10 and they worked in groups of 20. 

●​ The Tzolk’in was the Ancient Maya religious 

calendar and it lasted for 260 days. It had a 

20-day cycle and a 13-day cycle which in 

total took 260 days to complete. 

Power, empire and democracy 
●​ In 1655 Jamaica came under the rule 

of England and it became a centre for 

the slave trade. By 1775 there were 

192,787 slaves. 

●​ In 1834 slavery was abolished in 

British territories: Emancipation Day.  

●​ Before WW2, many Caribbean islands 

were overseas territories of Britain. 

King George VI was the British 

monarch and their head of state 

during WW2. 

●​ WW2 was between 1939 and 1945. 

Many Caribbean people joined the war 

to fight Germany because King George 

VI was their King and they believed 

that Hitler would reinstate slavery.   

●​ Jamaica gained independence in 1962. 

Quest for knowledge 
●​ Anglo-Saxon punishment also included 

‘Ordeals’, which were various tasks e.g. being 

tied and thrown in the river, that if people 

survived, they were seen as innocent in the eyes 

of God. 

●​ Corporal and capital punishment was used 

regularly to deal with crimes committed in 

Anglo-Saxon times. They used two types of trial 

including a form trial by jury. 

●​ Violent and cruel punishments were adopted 

during the Tudor era. Punishments ranged from 

beheading to hanging and pressing and were 

designed to deter criminals from committing 

crimes again. 

●​ 70,000 people suffered the death penalty during 

the reign of King Henry VIII. 

 
 



●​ The Maya built pyramids for presenting 

ceremonies.  

Power, empire and democracy 
●​ The Maya city states were ruled by Kings and 

Queens who sat at the top of their society. 

●​ By C.900 BCE war between the City States 

(and drought and disease) led to the 

desertion of many cities. 

Community and family 

●​ The Maya lived in amazing city-states which 

were built within the Meso-American 

rainforests. They even built cities as maps of 

the stars. 

●​ Mesoamerica means ‘Middle America’ and 

includes Guatemala, Honduras, Belize and 

Mexico (south). 

●​ City states had a main central plaza with 

places, pyramids and temples. Houses were 

made from wood and were spread out 

erratically.  

●​ They were also inspired by the creatures of 

the rainforest and shared many legends about 

animals, plants and nature spirits. 

●​ In society, beneath the Kings and Queens 

were: Priests and nobles; Merchants and 

craftspeople and Peasants and farmers. 

●​ The ancient Maya played a ballgame that was 

somewhat like modern football. Most towns 

in Mesoamerica had a ball court; Copan had 

two. 

●​ Edith Macauley was the first black 

female mayor of Merton.  
Community and family 

●​ Britain had a problem after WW2 with 

a shortage of workers in industries 

such as construction, manufacturing, 

public transport and hospitals.  

●​ Britain invited people from the 

Caribbean to come and work and live 

in Britain and in return gave them 

citizenship.  

●​ Wednesday, 22nd June 1948: MV 

Empire Windrush brought about 1000 

Caribbean-British settlers to England 

and they arrived at Tilbury docks in 

Essex. 

●​ Many experienced racism, prejudice 

and discrimination. 

●​ To improve relationships, an 

undeterred Caribbean community led 

by Claudia Jones set up a Caribbean 

carnival and in 1966 first outdoor 

Notting Hill Carnival was held. 

Power, empire and democracy 
●​ The Rule of Law is a set of rules that govern our 

country. It helps us to ensure that society is 

safe, happy and treated fairly.  

●​ The British legal system is structured in a way 

where different crimes are dealt with by 

different courts depending on the crime e.g. 

Crown courts are used for more serious crimes.  

Community and family 
●​ Anglo Saxons took an oath from the age of 12 

that they would not commit any major crime.  

●​ There was a rising crime rate during the 

Victorian era. This was particularly juvenile 

crime (crimes committed by children).  

●​ The Juvenile Offences Act 1847 changed the 

way children were tried and punished for 

crimes. 

 


