
Merton Park Art curriculum map  

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
Nursery To use a range of different 

mediums to represent 

ourselves 

 

To learn action songs and 

rhymes, focusing on parts 

of the body 

 

To create collage using 

autumnal items  

 

Designing pizza faces 

 

To create art and dance 

related to fireworks/ bonfire 

night, Diwali 

To experiment with colour 

and colour mixing  

To create scenes from 

traditional tales using a 

range of media   

 

To draw and paint flowers 

 

To construct animal homes 

from a range of materials 

To create beach/  under 

the sea scenes using a 

range of media 

To draw maps 

Reception Self Portraiture 

●​ Photography 

●​ Drawing 

●​ Collage 

Photographs are 

developed through 

drawing and collage to 

explore their sense of 

self. 

 

Artist study: Andy 

Goldsworthy 

Making autumn sculptures.  

Making Finger Puppets 

●​ Drawing 

●​ Colouring 

●​ Collage 

●​ Sculpture 

Develop dexterity and 

making skills. Use puppets 

in storytelling.   

Dressing up as Fossils 

●​ Mark making 

●​ Drawing 

●​ Painting 

Develop observational 

skills and group work. 

Primal Painting 

●​ Painting 

●​ Mark making 

Exploration of the natural 

world. Squashing plants to 

produce texture and 

colour.  

Observational drawing of 

plants.  

●​ Drawing 

●​ Observation 

 

Taking inspiration from the 

natural world, looking 

closely at patterns and the 

shapes you can see.   

Year 1 

Unit of work Spirals 

●​ Drawing 

●​ Sketchbooks 

●​ Collage 

How to hold drawing 

tools. Use whole body 

movements when drawing.  

Potential artist: Molly 

Haslund 

 

 

 

Simple Printmaking 

●​ Printmaking 

●​ Collage 

●​ Drawing 

To begin to understand the 

concept of ‘print’ by 

exploring the world around 

them. 

 

 

 

Extra art unit if time: 

Inspired by Flora and Fauna 

Making Birds 

●​ Sculpture 

●​ Drawing 

●​ Sketchbooks 

That we can transform 2D 

to 3D. 

 

 

 

 

Extra art unit if time: 

Playful Making 

Year 2 

Unit of work Explore and Draw 

●​ Drawing 

●​ Sketchbooks 

●​ Collage 

Children explore art in the 

world around them.  

Potential artists: Rosie 

James, Alice Fox 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Expressive Painting 

●​ Painting 

●​ Sketchbooks 

Experiment with loose, 

gestural brush marks, 

impasto 

Potential artists: Marela 

Zacarías, Charlie French, 

Vincent Van Gogh, Cezanne 

 

 

 

Extra art unit if time: 

Exploring the World 

through Monoprinting 

Be an Architect/ Printed 

Houses 

●​ Architecture 

●​ Sculpture 

●​ Printing  

●​ Drawing 

To take inspiration from 

the local environment to 

create a structure. 

 

 



Year 3 

Unit of work 

 

Gestural Drawing with 

Charcoal 

●​ Drawing 

●​ Sketchbooks 

Cave drawings using 

expressive marks and 

charcoal. 

Potential artists: Heather 

Hansen, Laura McKendry, 

Edgar Degas 

 Cloth, Thread and Paint 

●​ Painting 

●​ Sewing 

●​ Drawing 

●​ Sketchbooks 

Use painting and sewing 

together to make art.  

Potential artists: Alice 

Kettle, Hannah Rae 

 

 

 

Extra art unit if time: 

Working with Shape and 

Colour 

 

 

 

 

Telling stories through 

drawing and making 

●​ Drawing 

●​ Sculpture 

●​ Sketchbooks 

To explore how artists are 

inspired by other art 

forms – in this case how 

we make sculpture 

inspired by literature and 

film. 

Potential artists: Rosie 

Hurley, Inbal Leitner, Roald 

Dahl, Quentin Blake 

 

 

 

Year 4 

Unit of work 

 

Storytelling through 

Drawing 

●​ Drawing 

●​ Sketchbooks 

Use line, shape, colour 

and composition to tell 

stories through drawing. 

Potential artists: Laura 

Carlin, Shaun Tan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exploring Still Life 

●​ Painting 

●​ Drawing 

●​ Collage 

●​ Sketchbooks 

●​ Relief 

To explore composition, 

foreground, background 

and negative space.  

Potential artists: Paul 

Cezanne, Peter Claesz, 

Melchior d’ Hondecoeter, 

Jan Davidsz, Jacob 

Vosmaer, Hilary Pecis,  

Nicole Dyer, Baas Meeuws, 

Hiroshi Sato 

 

 

Extra art unit if time: 

Exploring Pattern 

Festival Feasts 

●​ Sculpture 

●​ Painting 

●​ Drawing 

●​ Collage 

●​ Sketchbooks 

To make food items using 

modelling materials.  

Potential artists: Claes 

Oldenberg, Lucia Hierro, 

Nicole Dyer 

 

 

 

 

 

Extra art unit if time: The 

Art of Display 

Year 5 

Unit of work Typography and Maps 

●​ Typography 

●​ Drawing 

●​ Collage 

●​ Sketchbooks 

Children can use the way 

words look to help 

communicate ideas and 

emotions. 

Potential artists: Louise 

Fili, Grayson Perry, Paula 

Scher, Chris Kenny 

 

 

 Making Monotypes 

●​ Printmaking 

(monotype) 

●​ Drawing 

●​ Painting 

●​ Collage 

●​ Sketchbooks 

That Monotype is a process 

where we make images by 

transferring ink from one 

surface to another to make 

a single print. 

Potential artist: Kevork 
Mourad 

 

 

Extra art unit if time: 

Mixed Media Land and City 

Scapes 

Architecture: Dream Big 

or Small? 

●​ Architecture 

●​ Drawing 

●​ Sketchbooks 

To use form, structure, 

materials, and scale to 

design innovative 

buildings. 

Potential artists: 

Shoreditch Sketcher, 

Various Architects 

 

 

 

 

Extra art unit if time: Set 

Design 

Year 6 

Unit of work 

 

 

 

2D Drawing to 3D Making 

●​ Drawing  

●​ Sculpture 

●​ Graphic Design 

●​ Collage 

●​ Sketchbooks 

 Exploring Identity 

●​ Collage 

●​ Drawing  

●​ Sketchbooks 

To explore our identity 

through art. To use 

 

 

Extra art unit if time: 

Activism  

Shadow puppets 

●​ Making 

●​ Drawing 

●​ Sketchbooks 

To explore how traditional 

 

 

 



Use invention and logic to 

bring 2D to 3D.  

Potential artists: Lubaina 

Himid, Claire Harrup 

 

techniques such as 

layering. 

Potential artists:Njideka 

Akunyili Crosby, Yinka 

Shonibare, Thandiwe 

Muriu, Mike Barrett 

   

and contemporary artists 

use cutouts for artistic 

effect. Adapt their 

techniques to make your 

own shadow puppets. 

Potential artists:Lotte 

Reiniger, Matisse, Wayang 

Shadow Puppets, Phillipp 

Otto Runge, Pippa Dyrlaga, 

Thomas Witte 

 

 

  

 

 


