
 

History curriculum narrative 

In the Early years, history addresses the ‘Past and Present’ ELG and elements 

of the ‘People, culture and communities’ ELG. Children will learn key vocab 

such as history, after, before, new, old, now, past, present and time. Children 

will learn about their personal history, traditional festivals, routines and about 

the cultural diversity of the children within their class. They will learn history 

through the use of storybooks, experiences, visits and through developing 

their communication skills (asking and answering questions, using new 

vocabulary in contexts and engaging with non-fiction and fiction books). 

In Year 1, the children continue their historical study with a focus on how 

things have changed over time. The children will explore how toys, transport 

and the seaside have changed by comparing them to today and linking to their 

life experiences. In Year 2, the focus changes to significance and the children 

explore what makes a person or event significant and explore how significant 

is different to famous. The children will learn about 3 significant astronauts: 

Neil Armstrong, Mae Jemison and Tim Peake. They will also learn about a 

significant event: The Great Fire of London. Children will finish year 2 with a 

local history study exploring the history of Merton Park through another 

significant person: John Innes. 

In KS2, children will start with an overview of ancient civilisations before 

conducting a depth study of Ancient Egypt. Children will conclude Year 3 with 

a study of the achievements of Baghdad C900. In Year 4, children will begin 

their British history with a unit of work exploring how Britain changed from the 

Stone Age to the Iron Age. Throughout the rest of KS2, children will learn 

British history chronologically. They will learn about the Roman invasion of 

Britain in Year 4 and the Anglo-Saxon and Viking Invasions in Year 5. In Year 6, 

children will learn about the benefits of the Windrush migration for Merton and 

will conclude their study by exploring how Crime and Punishment has changed 

since the Anglo-Saxon period. Within this unit, children will also learn about 

the Tudors, Victorians and learn about how laws are made today.  

In addition to British history, children will also learn about the Ancient Greeks; 

life in Ancient Rome and about the Ancient Maya through comparing the 

culture to the Anglo-Saxons.  


