Geography curriculum narrative

In the Early years, geography addresses the People, culture and communities’ ELG
‘Natural world’ and elements of the ‘Natural world’ ELG. Children will learn key
vocab such as geography, world, country, town, city, place, map, season, weather,
planet and Earth. Children will learn about the local environment, the school
grounds, their extended families, traditions and customs, farms and animals and
explore which things are man-made and which things are natural. They will learn
geography through the use of storybooks, visits, map making and through
developing their communication skills (asking and answering questions, using new
vocabulary in contexts and engaging with non-fiction and fiction books).

In Year 1, the children continue their geographical study with a focus on scale.
They will begin by learning about the features of our local area before widening
the scale to learn about The UK and London. In Year 2, the scale changes to focus
on the continents and oceans of the world. Children will also learn about the hot
and cold places in the world. Through this unit, the children will learn about the
Equator, the Arctic and the Antarctic. Finally, in KS1, children will compare
Nairobi with London. This is because we do not cover Africa in our KS2 geography
curriculum and because we want to counter the narrative that all of Africa is poor
and rural.

In KS2, children will start with a study of mountains, earthquakes and volcanoes
(after learning about rocks and soils in science). In Year 3, children will also
undertake some fieldwork when exploring different settlements and land use in
the local area. In Year 4, children compare their area with a mountain resort in
France and will be introduced to the world’s biomes before exploring the
rainforest biome in-depth. In Year 5, children will learn about the lines of Latitude
and Longitude before exploring rivers. This unit will also contain lots of fieldwork,
making use of the River Thames and our local River Wandle. In Year 6, children
will compare their lives with the lives of people living in the Yucatan Peninsula
(after an Ancient Maya study in history) and will learn about world trade before
revising their fieldwork and map skills before starting Secondary school.



